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PRESI DENT6S MESSAGE

Well, it's 2010 and we are off to a fast start. The program for January's meeting will be a good one with
material from Smart Computing  Magazine. Christmas will come to some of our members a little late, but
late is better than not at all.

Our club has purchased a computer that our speaker in November recommended. Our committee thought it
would serve our club for many years to use for our programs.

We are trying to line up speakers and programs that are of interest to everyone so come and let your voice
be heard.

The weather looks like it might warm up and allow a nice kick-off for the year.

See you Saturday, the 16th of January, at the Ellet Library; bring a friend along and enjoy!

Eugene DiDonato

2010 MEMBER DUES

Dues are $15.00 if they were not
paid before January 1, 2010.
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AACUG Steering Committee Meeting
November 21, 2009

Present: Rose Conley, Lew Rader, Gwen Rader,
Betty Duncan, Nancy Straw Jim Albright, Don
Smith, Liz Milford, Eugene DiDonato, Gene Cooke

The meeting was called to order about noon by
Eugene DiDonato at the Ellet branch of the Akron-
Summit County Public Library.

The October minutes were printed in the newsletter
and will stand as printed. Treasurer: the amounts in
our accounts are listed in the main meeting minutes.
Betty had nothing to add. Eugene made deposit for

last month and gave the slip to Betty and a record of

those who have paid their dues. Lew Rader, mem-
bership chair, keeps track of memberships and Rose
has a list also. Rose had our membership in APCUG
ready to send and requested and got the $50 check
needed. She also presented an invoice of her ex-
penses which was approved.

Business

Election: Nancy Straw and Gene Cooke were the
nomination committee. Nancy read the slate. After
discussion, it was decided to keep all 9 running for
steering committee and let all be on the steering
committee. The slate is below:

Officers:
President Eugene DiDonato
Vice President Don Smith
Treasurer Betty Duncan
Secretary Liz Milford

Steering Committee:
Bob Cronauer
Eugene Cooke
Gwen Rader
Jim Albright
Barb Houglan
John Turbak
Mary Turbak
Robert Dobson
Dick Donze.

Additional Positions which are also part of the Steer-
ing Committee, no vote required::

Assistant Secretary  Nancy Straw

Newsletter Rose Conley
Webmaster Don Smith
Membership Lew Rader
Door Prizes Angie Mudd

Reviewing the club By-Laws was discussed. They
were last revised in 2003. Eugene also asked for vol-
unteers for the audit committee but no one volun-
teered.

The smaller CD is up for renewal right now. Eugene
had talked with First Merit about rates and also
with the credit union where the funds are now.
Nothing was decided, partly because the group then
discussed purchasing a club laptop. Don Smith de-
scribed a Toshiba laptop he recently purchased.
Since this purchase has not been budgeted and is
more than $300, our by-laws require that the mem-
bership must approve it. It will be brought up at the
main meeting. If approved, the club will probably
use the CD funds to pay for it.

Rose said she had contacted Smart Computing
Magazine about a program. A few years ago, they
sent some people to give programs at several area

clubs. They offered tima- s end
Boxé and Rose agreed to show
gram.

Eugene adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Liz Milford, Secretary
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AACUG Main Meeting

November 21, 2009 at 1:00 PM

Eugene DiDonato called the meeting to order at the
Ellet branch of the Akron-Summit County Public Li-
brary.

Visitors:

None

Announcements:

Steering Committee member Bob Cronauer is in a
nursing home. He has been a club member since the
club began in the early 80's.

Dues of $12.00 are due now
ings - $421.16, Checking - $589.54, CDs - $2041.52
and $1091.92.

There is no meeting in December. For the program at
the January meeting, Rose Conley will show a
OPresentation in a Boxdé tNh
Smart Computing Magazine.

Swap and Shop

Don Smith had some items for sale in the newsletter.
Eugene DiDonato has an old Okidata printer for sale.

Business

Eugene mentioned that the club needs an audit com-
mittee to perform an audit of the club finances. Herb
Hurd and Bob Dobson volunteered to be on the com-
mittee.

Eugene stated that the steering committee discussed
buying a club laptop. The membership must approve
any unbudgeted expense over $300 so Don Smith
moved and Liz Milford seconded a motion that the
club purchase a club computer for not more than
$1000. Motion carried. Eugene appointed Don Smith
to be the committee to make the purchase. After the
meeting Jim Albright and Eugene agreed to help
also.

Elections: Nancy Straw and Gene Cooke had devel-
oped a slate for the election. Nancy read the names
below and asked for other nominations. There were
none. Then the slate was elected unanimously.

President Eugene DiDonato
Vice President Don Smith
Treasurer Betty Duncan
Secretary Liz Milford

Steering Committee: Bob Cronauer, Eugene
Cooke, Gwen Rader, Jim Albright, Barb
Houglan, John Turbak, Mary Turbak, Robert
Dobson, Dick Donze.

ort:

a,suuier()s Sa\i—
serve and are also

oo T R
The Eol?owmg also have agreec(la t%
part of the Steering Committee:

Assistant Secretary  Nancy Straw

Newsletter Rose Conley
Webmaster Don Smith

at w %/Ien‘r’l\{)ierlshkp be gL%\;J f{aider% g from
Door Prizes Angie Mudd

Hardware and Software Questions were deferred
to the program.

50/50 Drawing:

Betty Duncan sold the tickets and John Turbak won
$6.50.

Door Prizes:

Slim Jewel Cases Bob Dobson
Duster Rose Conley
Return Address Labels Mary Turbak
Paper Jim Albright

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Program:

James Wright from ACS presented the program. ACS is located at 800 S. Broadway in the old Summerville
building. ACS has a store front where they sell laptops and computer items; it also has a computer service
center where the repair rates are economical when compared to the competition. They are open Monday
through Friday from 9-6.

James passed around many gadgets sold at ACS. Included were an external card reader that also tells how
hot the computer processor is running, a USB powered fan, a USB powered light, a hard plastic netbook
case that comes in pink and black, a flexible USB keyboard, an external numeric keypad, a case for an exter-
nal laptop hard drive, a remote-control helicopter, and many more.

Then James said that there are several 0gradesdé of | apto
are the least durable. The prosumer level laptop contains some metal parts and is sturdier. The professional

level laptop is smaller and lighter and much tougher. ACS sells primarily Lenovo laptops although they sell

other brands too, but not Dell.

James also showed Windows 7 in detail. At the end he passed out a handout summarizing Windows 7. He
mentioned free software, Macrium Reflect, found at download.com; this program allows the creation of re-
store disks that will backup and restore a computer as it is now. When asked whether to install Windows 7
over Vista, he said that a clean install is thought to be better, but suggested trying the in-place install first.
A clean install is required when upgrading from XP; it is also needed when changing from some versions of
Vista to a different version of Windows 7.

Respectfully submitted,
Liz Milford, Secretary

A
v

1 e —

With Sympathy

Our condolences go out to Don Smith and his
family in the recent passing of his mother

Dorothy Smith

|
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Free Panda Cloud Antivirus Released

By Ira Wilsker

B v reeiems . gm—
Simply...
Evolution

Facdie Chsd Aiviasen
The ot v wrtivrn Moe the closd

WEBSITES:
http://www.cloudantivirus.com

nisad i
http://www.cloudantivirus.com/en/threat-information/ m
http://www.cloudantivirus.com/forum/index.jspa O~ ' ‘

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2355828,00.asp oo eplegpe ot oonies gt

http://'www.pcworld.com/reviews/product/290839/review/cloud_antivirus.html

In early May, 2009, I wrote about a novel idea from Panda Software, a Spanish cyber security company.
At that time Panda had released an early beta (pre-release) version of its innovative antivirus program
that was substantially different than the other competitive products available at that time. As a beta, it
was not in a polished final form, and had some issues with some users, and some mixed reviews. In mid-
November, Panda released its production version of Panda Cloud Antivirus, version 1.0, as a totally free
(for personal use) antivirus program which runs smoothly on Windows XP, 2003, Vista (32 and 64), and
Windows 7 (32 and 64).

What 1is unusual about Panda Cloud Antivirus (www.cloud
series of high speed networked computers to carry out most scanning, rather than the client computer that
it is running on. According to published tests, this results in a reduction of up to one-half of the processing
time and load on the system, compared to the industry average of antivirus products. Since Panda Cloud
does not use as much computing overhead as its competitors, many users have stated that they have ex-
perienced a significant increase in performance, as Pand
tem, since it only consumed about 3% of the processing power of the computers on which it was tested. An-
other unusual feature is that there are no virus signatures to download, as the cloud of powerful networked
computers that do the virus scanning are continuously updated, such that there is no periodic updating of
the software on the computer. Panda calls its Cloud pr
toné. This ensures that the Panda Cloud user wil/ al way
bility and digital malware signatures, a feature often lacking when users do not continuously update the
conventional antivirus installed on their computers.

To download and install Panda Cloud Antivirus is a very simple process. The downloaded install
file is about 22 megs in size, and downloads quickly on a broadband connection. Once downloaded the only
decision that the user must make is to click on the O0Ac
installs. Since there are no large updated signature file to install, Panda Cloud is ready to function imme-
diately without any further intervention of decisions to be made by the user. This has to be one of the sim-
plest installation processes that I have ever tried. While I did not need any technical support, Panda Cloud
offers free technical support via its online forums at www.cloudantivirus.com/forum/index.jspa.

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Panda Cloud Antivirus requires an active internet connection as Panda calculates a digital sig-
nature for the files on the computer, and sends that signature to the cloud for instant analysis and feed-
back. Once a file has been determined as safe, a process that happens so fast as to be nearly undetect-
able, Panda knows not to resend that signature to the cloud, unless that file has been changed. My first
full scan seemed a little slow taking longer than usual, as thousands of files were checked and deter-
mined to be safe, but subsequent scans were much faster because Panda Cloud did not have to recalcu-
late and evaluate any unchanged files. According to Panda, its library of digital signature files is over a
terabyte in size, a file size that would be prohibitive
0Coll ective Intelligence Monitordé is reporting that it f
tinct files, and identified which ones were malware, and which were safe. In the most recent two hour
period, Panda Cloud has analyzed over 15,000 new files; the number for all of yesterday was over
166,000 new files. It should be noted that these are all unique files that had not been previously ana-
lyzed by the cloud. Panda claims that the cloud can instantly analyze over 99% of all new files it re-
ceives, but about one-h a | f of one percent requires Pandads staff to
threats. In the past week, Panda Cloud had detected and cleaned over 600,000 computers which were
infested with just one or more of the top 10 malware threats, and does not include the computers in-
fected with less common threats that were cleaned by Panda Cloud.

Even though Panda Cloud Antivirus 1.0 has only been available for a very short time, it has al-
ready won some accolades. PC Magazine tested Panda Cloud Antivirus 1.0 and awarded it its coveted
OEdi torsd Choice Awardo, tyi ng f etime $cdnaingb Panda Chedtotc t i on r a
scored the previous top-rated product in the detection of key loggers, the pesky malware that can steal
usernames, passwords, account numbers, and enable identity theft. In its tests, Panda Cloud scored a
perfect score in detecting rootkits, those often difficult to detect malware items that may hide in the reg-
istry and other hidden | ocations. Panda Cloud also tied
0Oscarewar eo, t h o sups tHatr tallutHeuukee that hip computer is infected, and that for a
steep fee, will clean his computer. While generally excellent in detecting malware, PC Magazine re-
ported that Panda Cloud had some difficulties in actually removing some malware, including some root-
kits. PC Magazine stated that Panda Cloud was among the best at keeping a clean system free of mal-
ware, but was less effective in cleaning an infected machine than some of the other products tested. De-
spite these shortcomings, Panda Cloud Antivirus 1.0 won

Another computer magazine, PC World, tested a late beta version of Panda Cloud shortly before
the release of wversion 1.0. PC World stated, 0OAmong all
| atest roundup, Panda Cloud Antivirus was the best app
about wusing the c¢cloud as a detection tool rather than cc
approach is intended to take advantage of the latest signatures without the need for signature-database
updatesdand if its excellent showing at detecting malwarein AV-Test . orgds zoo of half a r
is any indication, the approach worKks. Pandads app prodt
tion rate. o

If a user has an active internet connection, and needs a top-rated free antivirus product that is
excellent at keeping clean systems clean, and has about the lowest drag on system performance, than
Panda Cloud Antivirus 1.0 Free Edition would be a wise choice.
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Microsoft Scanner & Camera Wizard
By Bob Elgines, CRCC Editor, Colorado River Computer Club, Arizona
Www.crccaz.org
elginesz@rraz.net
This article has been obtained from APCUG with the autho
ber groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).
Most of us have multiple digital cameras nowadays, and —
r ea | I y d on ét nee d t 0 | ns t a !-‘i'ScannerandCameraWizard |Z| an y m
since Windows XP. You <can Welcome to the Scanner and Camera a
Wi zar do. It is located und e Wizard 0 and
the computer does not have any third party camera pro-
grams installed, it will come up automatically after you MEN8U #3
plug your camera in to a USB port. It will list your camera,
then guide to through a procedure to download your pic- T wiard sy copy s fom s amera scanres of e
tures or videos to your selected folder and if you wish to
delete them from your camera or not.
I'n Windows Vista, it is not wunder the O0OAccessorieso fol
Gall eryo. Run this program, then go to AFiled choose Al m
T l=/= &S| |f the computer does not have any third party camera programs in-
_ Canon PowerShot A480 stall ed, a selection fAl mport pictures;
<l automatically after you plug your camera in to a USB port (see picture
E__-_-EA\waystthistrthws device: on the Ieft)
Device options Now you can download your pictures on any computer using the built-
O Briicnts in software.
‘:‘% Iri?E?rt pictures a_.nzd :’E&os’_ - Windows Photo Gallery
Ope-n device to view files . File v E Fix 0 Info L;J
== .| AddFolderto Gallery..

45 All Pictures and Videos
| Pictures
4 videos
[ Recently Imported
4 Tags
%3 Create a New Tag

Import from Camera or Scanner...

Delete

Rename

Came
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What's in MS Windows 7

By Randy Esdon, a member of Big Blue & Cousin,
Canada

www.bbc.org

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the
authordos permission for
groups; all other uses require the permission of the au-
thor (see e-mail address above).

Hopefully youdve heard
dows called Windows 7. So what is the home user get-
ting should they wish to upgrade their computer? In
this article 10l1 try to h
user features. This is not a complete highlight of every-
thing that has been added or improved upon, but ex-

plains those items the average user might notice.

First off, the core applications that got an update are
Windows Media Player, Internet Explorer, Paint, Calcu-
lator, and Wordpad. The first two programs I listed usu-
ally do get updates and are already available for Vista
and XP.

The other three are basic
any updates in a while. Basically their User interface
(UD) and some functionality have been improved. The
UI of each program now has the ribbon style of inter-
face, like that of Office 2007. MS Paint added some
more brushes, and can now
drawings. The best improvements are in the calculator,
where they have added selectable tools or modes such
as a mortgage calculator, a gas mileage calculator, a
statistics mode, and even a programmer mode.

The next item Microsoft worked on was the desktop
management area. They added several user friendly

features, such as ©6Snap to
updated 6Taskbar 6, 6Jump
6Gadget sd wherever you want
6Snap t o [hasahede fugcBions:

A to maximize a wi topd the scrden,a
A to restore t h e frow ithe dap wf thed
screen,

A to compare two windows s

the opposite sides of the screen.

6Aero
focus

s Iy aikneld) and provides a great way to
on just one applicati

pub

of t

I

L

J
r

o

h& s Prfpy

b 1 Rlow,

Page 9

screen you have open, shake the mouse, and all the
other applications that are open will disappear.

0 T a s k thasrb8en updated to include the ability to
switch the order of the screens that are open. For those
who multi-task, this is good when you want to prioritize
your work. You can also point to a Taskbar icon to see a
'thﬁrﬂbha{ﬂop'}ewgny of Be HIG of %I@gt%aans. Then
move your mouse over a thumbnail to preview the win-
dow as a full screen.

V& hdr® 1sts BtMink¥ SpeciVd 8 each

application, such as:

A opene-tMSWort. e s

A Frequently pMedyRajer. sVehergwer
you open a program, an up arrow becomes available
next to the program icon. Click the list, and save time
navigating to where you want to start within that pro-
gram.

60 Aer o PRieee g the power of X-ray vision so you
can peer past all your open windows straight to the

%gesk{on ds]-. pl}F,I Bh? I‘lg?t eggﬁ of
the ask ar and watc opene w1n ows 1nstant1y turn
transparent, revealing all your hidden icons and gadg-
ets.

U ®a d@sedh advebé flacedvangwhdrdon ybult @esktop,

as opposed to just in the docking bar, as is the case in
Vista.

60 Ho me Net wor ki n ghasFbeea tupdatedst®
make it easier to securely share files between com-
puters. When you save a network as a home network,
Windows pops up a dialog box which lets you decide
Rpa€ Yo WathOto sh&rd & home. Fhdda&tda secand

i VBiiid6w® .7 corfipfterr t& the Rignfe knétwork, &itél the
tkéy&ifen to you by the first machine, and you have in-

stant secure file sharing. Microsoft has also included
the ability of the computer to use different printers de-

ndi ng what l ocation vy
t}hr}gs tbr hosk Begple who take their laptop from home
8oQhe dffice, and use a printer at both locations.

added to help with using older programs within Win-
dows 7. Basically this feature will ask you a series of
questions to help you get a piece of incompatible soft-

ware @orkang. Thip kas Begn muche mog astremlméd
(Continued on page 10)

t

gf}gxl g ghistsime Qffntapgigrrsyenale- theydn o

4581 oPg¥r aSrl 9o mphtA B i 41 K &Y hiE%eenw b1 e st
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(Continued from page 9)

than in Vista. Simply select the software that is giving
you issues, list the problems associated with the soft-
ware, select the operating system it does work with,
and run the test. If the software works, save the set-
tings and you should be set up to use that program in
the future.

Bi omet rfeatused of Windows 7 have been en-
hanced. This allows users to use fingerprint biometric
devices to log on to computers, grant elevation privi-
leges through User Account Control (UAC), and per-
form basic management of the fingerprint devices.

dabl et haR @ény improvements for handwriting
recognition. Support for handwriting recognition, per-
sonalization, and text prediction in new languages has
been enhanced. Support for handwritten math expres-
sions, and personalized custom dictionaries for hand-
writing recognition have been added.

6User Ac c e s s UACY fiurictionallity improve-
ments are some of the bi
Basically Microsoft has changed the UAC to have a
slider bar the administrator can access, from four levels
of security. By doing this, the number of tasks the aver-
age user can perform, that do not prompt for adminis-
trator approval, have been increased. This has dramati-
cally reduced those unwanted pop up messages that
ask you if you really want to do this.

Other items that have been improved include:

A Common tasks are easier
with the built-in Windows Search, finding documents is
much quicker.

A Less power consumpti on
hibernate support. This provides longer battery time
for laptops.

ggest f
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A | mpr ov e CDbBurhihgtand DVD creation.
This includes the ability to burn ISO images.

A For those who are
ware accelerated graphics support through an updated
DirectX.

A Windows backup program has been added that will
do a complete image of a drive. This will allow for easy
recovery should a computer have a complete hard drive
failure.

The O6Problem Screen
dows 7. This allows you to capture and record the steps
you are taking to produce a problem. Then you can
email this file to a tech to explain the problem. It can
also be used to generate a file with step by step pictures
that can be edited so you can make a tutorial on how to
use a program.

Overall, the new Windows system runs significantly
quicker than Vista. It is also better equipped, with im-
proved features and security functions.

from a userds
Windows 7 is less demanding in terms of hardware

than its predecessor, and has better support for hard-
ware drivers than Vista was when it was released.

Overall I see many benefits to upgrading to the new
version of Windows.

Yes, there is nothing outstanding that requires a user
of Vista or XP to jump on the band wagon and do the
a updradé, i tfoe those who are fedxua miphl the prob-
lems Vista presents, and those who are worried that XP
has been dropped from Microsoft's supported OS list,
t iw,.r.n@ e updgtgs; Wigdows ¢ seems ﬁol be a good

choice.

gamer s,

Recorder d

perspective.
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Windows 7, Thanks, But No Thanks!

By Herb Goldstein, Editor, Sarasota PCUG, Florida
WWw.spcug.org
editor (at) spcug.org

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the
member groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above).

I am a devout XP wuser. Ités not by any means perfec
but ités better than anything that came before and
everything is. I can navigate it in the darKk. | 6ve

it took me, bit by bit, a long time to do. So why should | move across the street and start all over again?
For whose benefit?

Some weeks ago, Microsoft provided their release candidate of Windows 7 free for all takers. | installed

it on a spare hard drive and have been playing with
ing system, but from a practical standpoint it provides me with nothing that | really need or must have
thatds missing in XP. I f you are starting as a new
fact it will be on your new computer right from the get-go, want it or not.

For whatever the many reasons, there is no upgrade path to migrate from XP to Windows 7. You need

to start from scratch reinstalling all your software programs, all their many updates and upgrades, and

al | the customized settings you have factored into
you even have your original installation disks or some record of those that you originally downloaded

for which you have no installation disks at all. You will also need all their serial numbers that you were

originally required to provide, if you still have them. Talk about monumental tasks!

As though that were not enough to completely turn off the bravest among you, Windows 7 has another
curve ball to pitch at you. Whatever applications you want to install in Windows 7 must have perfectly
valid drivers that it will recognize. Windows 7 is much more fussy about what it wants to approve. Many
smaller software publishers whose applications you may now be using in XP may not have developed
drivers that will work in Windows 7. You may well have to kiss some of your most fabulous freebies
goodbye. The loudest argument | have heard by those urging the switch is that Microsoft will cease to
recognize XP. If the automobile industry operated in similar fashion you would be forced to junk all cars
more than a few years old.

So pardon me, f ol ks, whil e | continue to avoid fixi
offer a much better operating system that will easily migrate everything | am currently using XP, thanks
but no thanks !
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12:00 noon. i STEERING COMM.

Chinese Proverb

Be not afraid of growing slowly,
Be afraid only of standing still
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